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Entrepreneurs transforming Vancouver into "Silicon Valley
North"
by Travis Lupick on March 27th, 2013 at 12:48 PM

A new YouTube video titled “Grow Inc.” presents Vancouver as a city “fast becoming
Silicon Valley North.”
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“It’s the best of Seattle, the best of San Francisco, and the best of L.A., all kind of rolled
into one,” says Rob Glaser, a pioneer in audio and video on the web.

Also making a prominent appearance in the video is Vancouver mayor Gregor Robertson .

“Technology is now a critical part of Vancouver’s economy,” the mayor notes. “We have
more jobs in technology than we have in mining, oil and gas, and forestry combined. Over
80,000 technology jobs….We have amazing clusters of talent here and it is driving the
economy of the city now.”

Among the many tech entrepreneurs featured are GrowConf’s Deb Landa, Perch’s Danny
Robinson, Topix’s Chris Tolles, Wantering’s Matt Friesen, BattleFly’s Jason Xu, My Best
Helper’s Alexandra Greenhill, Thinkific’s Greg Smith, Weeve’s Alex Chuang, Urban
Airship’s Scott Kveton, and Placespeak’s Colleen Hardwick, among others.

Bigger players also offer their opinions about working in Vancouver, including Ryan
Holmes, CEO of the social media tool Hootsuite—which could be worth as much as half a
billion dollars—and PayPal senior director West Stringfellow.

The 22minute video was produced by Telus and M2O Digital Agency.

You can follow Travis Lupick on Twitter at twitter.com/tlupick.

JOIN THE DISCUSSION

The path to no friends
So I've never owned a cellphone. I'm 32. Typically
people assume I'm lying about...

Sexy Suit Guy in the Exchange Building
I moved into the Exchange 6 months ago and I see u in
the elevator from time to time. You: Asian,...

MORE CONFESSIONS » MORE I SAW YOUS »

http://growconf.com/
http://perch.co/
http://www.topix.com/
http://www.wantering.com/
http://battleflystudios.com/
http://www.mybesthelper.com/
http://www.thinkific.com/
http://www.weeve.it/
http://urbanairship.com/
https://www.placespeak.com/
http://hootsuite.com/
http://techcrunch.com/2012/05/03/hootsuite-is-raising-50m-at-a-500m-valuation/
https://www.paypal.com/
http://telus.com/
http://www.m2o.ca/
http://twitter.com/tlupick
http://www.straight.com/confessions
http://www.straight.com/confessions/1603/path-no-friends
http://www.straight.com/isawyou
http://www.straight.com/isawyou/1603/sexy-suit-guy-exchange-building
http://www.straight.com/confessions
http://www.straight.com/isawyou


3/14/2016 Entrepreneurs transforming Vancouver into "Silicon Valley North" | Georgia Straight Vancouver's News & Entertainment Weekly

http://www.straight.com/blogra/365871/entrepreneurstransformingvancouversiliconvalleynorth 3/4

MORE ON STRAIGHT.COM

MOST POPULAR

FEATURED GUIDES

Asian Canadian

SoManyDJs

Fitness and exercise

Chutzpah Festival

Spring arts preview

MORE FEATURED GUIDES »

FIND THE GEORGIA STRAIGHT ON

Get the latests events and news updates

Your email

the News: Weekly top stories the List: Contests,events and prebuys

Yes, I consent to receiving communicationsfrom the Georgia Straight

http://www.straight.com/life/583276/asian-canadian
http://www.straight.com/music/600256/somanydjs
http://www.straight.com/life/618471/fitness-and-exercise
http://www.straight.com/arts/640741/chutzpah-festival
http://www.straight.com/arts/646271/spring-arts-preview
http://www.straight.com/featured-guides


3/14/2016 Entrepreneurs transforming Vancouver into "Silicon Valley North" | Georgia Straight Vancouver's News & Entertainment Weekly

http://www.straight.com/blogra/365871/entrepreneurstransformingvancouversiliconvalleynorth 4/4

SHOW MORE

TODAY'S EVENTS

John Wort Hannam
Mar 14, 8-10:30 pm at Buckerfield's East Vancouver

12th Annual CelticFest Vancouver
To Mar 17 at various Vancouver venues

The Laugh Gallery
Mar 14, 9 pm at Havana Theatre

MORE EVENTS »

Cucina Manila ordered to pay $45,000 in back wages and fines for
labour violations in Vancouver and Surrey restaurants

1

Sacha Baron Cohen's career goes poof in The Brothers Grimsby2

Savage Love: Relationship deal breakers3

Aᬀ舂er city clears north side of East Hastings unit block, south side
grows more crowded than ever

4

Stan Douglas nabs major Hasselblad photography prize5

   

SEE THE LATEST PRINT EDITION

GEORGIA STRAIGHT
History | About Us | Contact Us | Masthead

Careers | Site Map | Covers

ADVERTISE
Advertise With Us | Straight Facts

Special Issues | Link to Us

LEGAL
Privacy Policy | Terms & Conditions

© 2016 VANCOUVER FREE PRESS. BEST OF VANCOUVER, BOV AND GOLDEN PLATES ARE TRADE-MARKS OF VANCOUVER FREE
PRESS PUBLISHING CORP.

http://www.straight.com/blogra/365871/entrepreneurs-transforming-vancouver-silicon-valley-north
http://www.straight.com/listings/events/652706
http://www.straight.com/listings/events/619506
http://www.straight.com/listings/events/652896
http://www.straight.com/listings/events
http://www.straight.com/news/657236/cucina-manila-ordered-pay-45000-back-wages-and-fines-labour-violations-vancouver-and
http://www.straight.com/movies/657411/sacha-baron-cohens-career-goes-poof-brothers-grimsby
http://www.straight.com/life/655666/savage-love-relationship-deal-breakers
http://www.straight.com/news/657246/after-city-clears-north-side-east-hastings-unit-block-south-side-grows-more-crowded-ever
http://www.straight.com/arts/653486/stan-douglas-nabs-major-hasselblad-photography-prize
https://www.facebook.com/georgiastraight
http://www.straight.com/twitter
http://www.flickr.com/groups/georgiastraight
http://issuu.com/thegeorgiastraight/docs/031016
http://www.straight.com/history
http://www.straight.com/about-us
http://www.straight.com/contact-us
http://www.straight.com/masthead
http://www.straight.com/careers
http://www.straight.com/sitemap
http://www.straight.com/backissues
http://www.straight.com/advertise-at-the-straight
http://www.straight.com/straightfacts
http://www.straight.com/special-feature-editions
http://www.straight.com/link-to-us
http://www.straight.com/privacy-policy
http://www.straight.com/terms-and-conditions

